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Some issues about the sodal development
management model in Vietnam
after nearly 40 years of renovation

Social development management is an issue of
concern for leaders, managers, and researchers
around the world, because its role and impact
relate to all areas of social life. In Vietnam, during
the renovation period, our Party and State pay
special attention to building and implementing
synchronous institutions and policies on the social
development and the management of sustainable
social development to ensure social progress and

justice and to build a prosperous and happy nation.

This article clarifies the Party’s views, the current

situation, the issues raised and makes some

recommendations on the social development

management model in Vietnam today.

Development of the Party’s theory
on the direction of building sodlalism
In the renovation period

After nearly 40 years of renovation, our Party’s
theory on the direction of building socialism
and the path to socialism has developed
dramatically. In particular, the relationship
between the path and direction expressing the
specific characteristics of the socialist society
through each Congress has been increasingly
clarified. Along with resolving the relationship,
major measures have been clearly defined to
gradually realize the socialist social values that
our people are building. This article is the
research results from participating in Project
KX.04.01/20-25.
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Fighting against
and refuting wrong views

that negatively impact the building
of a new social consciousness

ASSOC.PROE, DR. NGUYEN THI NGJ}
Institute of Philosophy, Ho Chi Minh National Academy of Politic

DR. DO THI VAN HA
Hanoi University of Mining and Geology

® Abstract: Social awareness is an important part of the spiritual Jif, of the
national community. Currently, hostile forces are trying to Propagate wrop
views about the construction of a socialist society, in which they directl
attack the key ideological core of a new social consciousness. This ari,
analyzes the basic content what is involved in building a new soy
consciousness, exposes some counterarguments of hostile forces, ang
proposes solutions to fight against and refute wrong views that negatively
impact the building of a new social consciousness in our country.

® Keywords: new social consciousness; fight against and refute wrongand
hostile views.

1. Building a new social consciousness in Vietnam

Material and spiritual life are two indispensable aspects that coexist in social lit
Between them there is connection, impact, reciprocity, and enrichment of each
other, but they can also inhibit each other in the process of social development *
new social consciousness as an important part of spiritual life, if well developed
and promoted, can be transformed into resources, strength, and motivation f
economic development and social stability, contributing to building and protecti®
the Fatherland. In the process of successfully building socialism, in addition©
focusing on economic development and building the material foundatinn..n |
crucial to pay attention to building a new social consciousness, creating a spiri'
foundation for society. o

The new social consciousness in Vietnam “is the totality of good ideas, opin®™
emotions, moods, traditions, etc., of the Vietnamese national community, Wit? [hg'
core being Marxism - Leninism, Ho Chi Minh Thought, the Party’s guidelines an

EUI-'
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the State’s policies and laws, l'Eﬂf-fC[ng the basic interests of the people to
Pdiciﬁae cause of building al.ld protecting the new society”"), The new social
gcﬂ"th asness i Vietnam originates from the revolutionary consciousness of the
osci%, ¢ conceptualized in the theory of Marxism - Leninism; it inherits
Pfdcmn:,; social thoughts, promoting the development of the broad working
uman’s" d creatively applies Marxism - Leninism in the context of Vietnam,
ﬂ;ed\ﬂth Ho Chi Minh Thought.
@, 7 National Party Congress (1991) affirmed: “The Party takes Marxism -
. +om and HO Chi Minh Thought as the ideological foundation and guideline for
v At the 13" National Party Congress, one of the five lessons learned by our

onl -

e

& during the term of implementing the Resolution of the 12* National Party
¥ ess and also the leading guiding principle in implementing the reform policy
m enﬂﬂI‘SPeHOd is: “Consiste-ntl‘?r persevering, applying and creatively developing
- iem - Leninism and Ho Chi Minh Thought™®.
From the perspective of social psychology, social consciousness is the emotions,
h hbi‘:s,]jfestyle, thinking, customs, practices, desires, aspirations, beliefs, etc.,
b @Wmﬁe national community into the revolutionary cause, the Party, the
Qate. the social regime, the changes in daily life, etc. The social consciousness of the
Vietmamese national community today is also the result of the process of consolidating
and arousing the spirit of patriotism, pride, self-respect, strong will and aspirations
dmthgspmt of solidarity and consensus of the community, and the people’s
ﬁﬂmPﬂITY, the State, the socialist regime, and the aspiration to develop a
prosperous and happy country, etc.
 Looking from the perspective of social consciousness forms, building a new social
consciousness in Vietnam is also about building and cultivating political
consciousness, legal consciousness, moral consciousness, etc., for the people in society.
- From the perspective of class and nationality, the new social consciousness in
m is the revolutionary consciousness of the Vietnamese working class and
national community, formed and developed in the struggle against the old regime to
build 2 new society. It is the inheritance of the nations good traditional values,
- tellecting the interests of the national community, and continues the noble social
thought from throughout the human history.
- Itcannot be denied that spirit, ideology; belief, and aspiration are important factors
te determination and will, and are the premise and basis for unified, strong,
ive action. Reality shows that, in the Vietnamese revolutionary cause, it is
for unity, independence, freedom, happiness, and the unwavering belief in
¥ in Uncle Ho, and the revolutionary path that have become the spiritual

Protecting the Party's Ideological Foundation
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Preserving and promoting the cultural values of the Vietnamese r’){_’f'}_ﬁ,f{.:
_ Photo: baophutho.vn

spiritual life of the Vietnamese national community. Not only does it play a
important role in spiritual life, but from another perspective, social consciousnes
also becomes a special resource, an endogenous driving force for the nation, creating
strength in the process of protecting, building, and developing the country.

Professor Joseph Nye, the originator of soft power theory, said about Vietnam that
in fact, Vietnam won over two major empires by two wars in the twentieth century
thanks to “soft power”. Although the opponents had superior weapons and econom
power, Vietnam overcame and received the support of international friends thanks
to the “soft weapons” of righteousness, desire for independence, unity, 3ﬂF’
patriotism®, The 13* National Party Congress affirmed: “Strongly arouse the spi
of patriotism, the will of national self-reliance, the strength of great national un
and the desire to develop a prosperous and happy country™”.

2. Identifying the destructive rhetoric of hostile forces exerting a negative impad
on building a new social consciousness in Vietnam
Distorted arguments aimed at denying the correctness, science, and revolu
Marxism - Leninism and HDChiMinthmught. Chi
To deny the correctness, science, and revolution of Marxism - Leninism Hf’f £
Minh Thought - the theoretical basis of Vietnam’s political ideology a4 <"
ideology, hostile forces have spread many false and distorted allegations. Specic™

4
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s a product of the 19th-century mechanical industry and cannot be
" modern science and 'technolugy on a global scale today; Marxism -
. porn from the socio-economic conditions of the 19% and early 20"
itis no longer suimb!e with current practice; Marxism is a product of
02 qustry incompatible with Eastern and Vietnamese culture: The collapse
e it model in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe is clearest proof of
nd illusory nature of Marxism - Leninism; Ho Chi Minh Thought takes
-ninism as its foundation, therefore, Ho Chi Minh Thought cannot be
m{ﬁ)' etc.
hose false arguments, hostile forces argue that it is impossible to take
_ Leninism and Ho Chi Minh Thought - doctrines that have become
only suitable for the 19" and 20" centuries, especially Marxism is only
» Western civilization, etc., as the foundation for the political ideology of
 Eastern country in the 21* century,
ents distorting the correct guidelines and policies of our Party and State in
g many methods, hostile forces deny the correctness of the path to socialism
untry today. They argue that the Communist Party of Vietnam takes
Leninism and Ho Chi Minh Thought as its ideological foundation, is
in maintaining the path to socialism is “against the rules” and
with the new era, etc.
intage of negative phenomena and potential instability problems in
complex nature of the transition period includes the intertwining and
the old and the new, the good and the bad; Taking advantage of the
of political ideology, ethics, lifestyle, manifestations of embezzlement,
eaucracy, alienation from the people of a part of officials, party
hostile forces have denied all the great achievements we have achieved

5 years of carrying out the country’s renovation.
 the political system and the Vietnamese people are fiercely
anti-corruption work, these activities are distorted by hostile forces
ctional purges’, “internal strife” and so on. Many viewpoints in the
were also distorted. They distort the issue of “arousing the desire

prosperous and happy country” as being subjectively idealistic, empty,

 unscientific”, etc.

aging arguments not only aim to distort the correctness, science, and
nature of the Party’s theory but also defame and lower the reputation
and the State; causing disunity in the community and the population,
people’s faith in the Party’s leadership and in the revolutionary cause.
0 has been summarized as follows: “The dangerous nature of these
diricks is that they create false perceptions, ambiguity, doubt, confusion,
S, causing “self-evolution’, “self-transformation” internally, shaking

"='-{_--:Jl1 -ORY -VOL. 40 - MAR, 2024
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the confidence of cadres, party members anq people in the Party’s leadepq .

: and the State’s management, creating frustration an.d Opposition in SOCiet Sl,]fp Tl
negatively affects the process of buildi.ng a new §oc1a1 consciousness iy, Viet - i
many levels, both in terms of theoretical consciousness as well a

m
as C(}mnmn 4 .El
CONSCIOUSNEess. Cl

3. Some solutions to fight back against sabotage and distortion of hostile
exerting negative impact in building a new social consciousness i, Viety Orceg

In the current context, building a new social consciousness s , Pﬂrlicf]n
important task, including fighting against the false claims made by hogyil. forces N
protecting the Party's ideological foundation. This is both a long-ter, 0]
immediate, resolute task. To effectively implement this task, it is necessary g fu{ml_
on the following solutions: -

Firstly, building a new social awareness in Vietnam today needs to be ASS0Ciated
with building a new economy, new culture, and new people, gradually realizing (h,
aspiration to develop a prosperous and happy country. That is the most importay
foundation to negate the wrong and distorted views of hostile forces and to strengthey
trust among the people.

Marxist - Leninist epistemology clearly states that to discern whether cognitig,
thought, theory, or human viewpoints are correct or false, and reflect objective reqis
or subjective idealism, one must rely on practice - the only objective standard 1o teq
the truth. Since only practice can materialize knowledge and actualize though,
thereby proving and testing whether those perceptions and instructions are correct
or incorrect. The assessments and directives in the Party’s documents can be
recognized for their correctness and scientific nature through their application in the
process of social transformation.

In fact, after the pandemic, Vietnam's economic growth rate in the first quarter of
2022 increased significantly, reaching a GDP of USD92.175 billion, an increase of
5.03% over the same period last year, higher than the growth rate of China (4.8%) and
Singapore (3.4%)". In addition, Vietnam's human development index (HDI)
continuously increased in the United Nations rankings (from position 128/187 in 2011
to position 117 in 2020)"”. The political system as well as the Vietnamese communify
continuously strive to develop the country and its people, achieving great successes
and the country’s stature has been significantly raised. Specific achievements gained
in various fields during the process of building and developing the country &
powerful evidence containing great strength, refuting distorted allegations, dispeling
skeptical views, thereby solidifying the Party’s ideological foundation.

Secondly, directly attacking to refute wrong and hostile views and protect th¢ Party*
ideological foundation

Itis necessary to have direct confrontational articles, with vivid evidence:* "¢
arguments, and convincing approaches to refute the false and distorted allcg™"

_MAR, 2024
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__es affirming the correctness, science and revoluti

s N , ) ution of Marxism -
nd Ho Chi Mmh Thought. The 13t National Party Congress afﬁr::::d'
o strongly innovate the content and methods of ideulogical work in a

practical, timely and effective direction, enhance combativeness
# ract arning about Marxism - Leninism,

d persuasion in propaganda and le

ts and guidelines, and the State's

 in many newspapers, magazines, radio and televisi
periodic sections and columns to publish artjclese::cs]:E:iII:; ﬂslzar?;;?: vf’
nts and viewpoints of hostile and reactionary forces that mnduct;
med at sabotaging the Party’s ideological foundation, against the Party,
against the cause of building socialism in Vietnam, These practicai
 been highly impactful, creating positive influences in shaping public
ne and abroad. In addition, there is a need to intensify efforts to handle
tion of fake and malicious news on social networking sites such as
. YouTube, TikTok, etc. The work of fighting against wrong and hostile
lir 'I-idéological and moral degradation needs to be performed regularly.
gle, it is necessary to maximize the role of the people to refute false, hostile
protect the revolutionary cause.
necessary to effectively conduct public propaganda and education, and
and effective official information both domestically and internationally,
ting the negative impact of false, distorted information and narratives of
c and hostile forces.
aprosperous and happy country and building a prosperous life for the
-term process and a central goal in the revolutionary process. Despite
nents, the country’s renovation process still has some shortcomings and
Therefore, it is necessary to firmly grasp the ideological situation, process
ind orient public opinion in a timely manner, to prevent opportunistic
sments from exploiting it or distortion and subversion. It is necessary
e of the internet and social networks, diversify forms of education, and
puraging of patriotic emulation movements, highlighting of good
eeds, and positive factors in all fields of social life. :
nd proactive forecasting is needed to grasp the situation of H“bl‘c
timely handle information, and guide social opinion, ensuring unity of
vithin the Party and consensus in society, etc. Proactively prowde“accuratf.
properly oriented information to prevent and coml'fﬂt the “peaceful
well as bad, toxic information on the internet and social networks.

d build a new social consciousness. .
nalize the Party’s viewpoints, supplement, and improve leg '
venting and combating bad and toxic information on soc

al regulations
al networks,
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protecting national security and social order, and promoting the Cyber Secur,

are an important legal basis to prevent and fight HisaisL hostile forces an g pmthjr ™
Party’s ideological foundation. Strictly handle cases in accordance wi, the ;':1 the
regulations and the State’s laws against press agencies and reporters who 1 Y5
information that has not been verified, has no basis, and causes negatiy, impzt lish
public opinion. Son

Building a new social consciousness in Vietnam is a long-term Process of |,

“building” and “ﬁghting". in which, ﬁghting against wrong views is one of the bat_h
solutions, an indispensable content for building a new social consc i:}usm:_.sj5 7
Vietnam. This is a special struggle that requires the active and proactive Pﬂﬂicipa[i;n
of all subjects, with the core being the Party, the State, and Party Commitee, at aj}
levels, at the same time the strength of great national unity is indispensable, a5 Genery)
Secretary Nguyen Phu Trong affirmed: “Protecting the Party’s ideological foundatigy
is not a private matter of the Party but is also a common matter, a comp,,
responsibility of the entire Party, the entire people, and the entire army”(* g
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