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NTRODUCTION

poglish for Specific Purposes (ESP) has
ally attracted la}nguage researchers’
enion due to the requirements of workplaces
o the society. ESP is a learner-centered
wach whose purpose is to fulfill the
secific needs of target learners to satisfy either
eir professional or vocational demands. At
t, ESP is either a compulsory or an
optional subject at technical universities in
Vietnam, which aims to help their students to
b well-equipped with specific language in
tieir working contexts and professional skills
after graduation. However, the teaching of ESP
e interpreted differently among universities,
leaders, teachers as well as students. These
sakeholders” perspectives on ESP play a
decisive role in designing and implementing
BSP courses at university. Considering the

Workplace’s redq!

'~ 2.METHODO

j interview w1

tbove mentioned issue in ESP implementation,
the paper tries to identify the current situation
of ESP teaching at a technical university in
Viemam from teachers’ perspectives: ;ﬂie
findings will be precious dat2 W clllla elp
leaders and managers at universitics to have an
insight into the roles of ESP for th_e untlveé'lslli;y,
Therefore, they contribute to making i: hi u%
and learning ESP act! ities MOTe advagthg B
and practical in association W1

se to the
Uﬂiversity’s context and clo
3 emeﬂts.
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document analysis and
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state of teaching ESP at a technical university.
Interviews were conducted with 3 ESP
teachers from different faculties who have
been teaching ESP for more than 5 years. The
interview questions focus on their classrooms’
current situation, activities, challenges and
their viewpoints. Interviews were also
carried out with 2 leaders from 2 faculties
which have a dominant number of ESP
subjects and one of them is also in charge of
the Training Curriculum; Information, data on
document  analysis and  synthesis;
requirements from workplaces, ideas and
comments from graduates were also noted to
make the findings more valid and reliable.

3. LITERATURE REVIEW

ESP (English for Specific Purposes)
consists of teaching and learning the specific
skills and language needed by particular
learners for a specific purpose. Hutchinson &
Waters (1987) defined ESP as an approach to
language teaching in which all decisions as to
content and method are based on the learners’
reason for learning. The definition given by
Johns and Dudley - Evan (1991) suggests
that ESP is proved to be a permissive,
flexible field of study, having influenced the
entire process of English teaching.

English is a language; therefore, the
teaching should focus on cultivating students’
ability of applying English. ESP follows this -
principle which refers to a specific profession
or related disciplines, setting up English
courses according to the learner’s particular
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Tuyén tép HO! i In 2006, the Training Cu“'iCUIum
neCd- However, . ﬁ.om SCh001 year to Cl’edlt Systel-n tlfehal']nged

by
teaching
policies from
Ministry of
There are N0 specific

e f ESP teaching;

Education and T
ici e the level 0 _
g:::?s‘ ::oser:ljzs lack of stable professwnal
ESP teachers; the ESP c_ourses are
undertaken by non-English major teachers
whose English level is not hlgh and ?he
teaching method is not approprate, Whl(fh
t and confidence m

kills the students’ interes
learning English. (Bingyao, _2016). The
problems also appear in the curriculum which

put the focus on teaching GE for students at a
certain level since the leaders think that they

can change from General English (GE) to
ESP without any difficulties. And instead of
making real analysis on ESP stakeholder’s
needs, ESP teachers become slaves of
published textbooks without analyzing their
appropriateness for the ESP course.

4. CURRENT SITUATION OF TEACHING
ESP AT A TECHNICAL UNIVERSITY

4.1. ESP syllabus design

Tht? University under study has 9 majored
faculties with 29 different ESP subjects
conducted by content teachers. Todate, they
gave usefl fifty-six different ESP textbooks
5 qf which are published abroad and 3] arf;
Pubhshed domestically and implemented
ll:l;er:;lllt);.moftthe 31 ESP textbooks designed

eachers, 21 include reading

604-82-2981-8 N

or ESP subjects were cut down g
tfo 45 hours (3 credits) or 30 houf,rso 'a s h"E
from 300 hours to 90 hours f credits).
English. (Duong, 2017). All 3 ggp Setey
admitted that the duration for ESp is teachers
wy seems like a quick walk or a tog g on
introduction into ESP” (Teacher 2. very bri
more time for the subject so we ca;, _We ne

academic studies and ESP wigp g trogye,
jobs” (Teacher 3). “We teach 2 houe:r furg
in 15 weeks, students even do poy rs Weekj,
what they studied the next week gy d’;'nem

to study several subjects at the sqp, ,.° "
need more time to fulfill the oy fComhme' "
ESP course”. (Teacher 1). The int:rsv,?f the

leaders admitted that there is no officia] il
I

for ESP at the university and each fay]
ty

designs and develops their own ESp Syllabg,

based on the Training Curriculum Framey,
by the }m.jversity. “The faculties byjly theiy
own training majors in which ESP is either
optional or a compulsory subject. They ?,
choose the number of credits for each sub‘?l
to fulfill the outcomes requirements ofjf}z
training major” (Leader 2). As a result, the
number of credits for ESP (and some other
subJ:ect.s) must be reduced and its outcomes of
equipping students with knowledge, work-
related skills are hard to achieve.

4.2. Teachers and teaching methodology

ESP teachers at the university are also
content teachers from different majored
faculties. The procedure of the ESP lesson
described by teachers seems to be typical, mor
“lecture-centered” than “leamer-centered-
They also believed that terminologies d
translation are the most important in teaching
ESP for technical students, which is though®
achieve the outcome purpose and suitable
the very short course like ESP. “#e "
students to be able to read i
documents in English, which can help ther 3
doing research for higher study”. (Teach the’
Such perception, to some extent 103 sive
lessons less interesting and studen®s P
and demotivated in ESP lessons:
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) methodology, all intervieweq
pever attended a course for
g, which explains the difference
7 1 odolosY between ESP and language
ig‘” : 7 o university. For th@ nature and
st o ESP pedagoey, 1t s becy
objec“ il anguage teachers are more
teaching than teachers of

e

(e for B 8 i

fie owledge ecause teaching ESP is
ol ot teaching languages. (Tabatabaei
;nm)' Therefore, the content teachers”
Zoching methods are not appropriate, not
i ~ The teachers change the ESP

iﬂﬂovative . .
a abruptly mnto translation courses and

s hi

bilingual | courses which may kill the

s ents’ interest a_nd confidence in learning
it is difficult for the teachers to

prglsh and 1
suade the students of the importance of

E’gp for their future’s job.

43. ESP learners

ESP teachers, only some
sudents are interested in the lessons and the
| majority feel demotivated. The main reason
is because of students’ low level in General

English. «Sudents’ attention Was not high..
They showed their interest at first then lost it
It maybe because they were

It with lots

According to

Tuyett tdp TV Nigh Rhoa hoe thlﬂi’ng
nign Ném
2019

5.
CONCLUSION
ESP teachj
. chmg at techni ,
still a controversial iss?x?ca] e
paid more attention b mich shoukd be
leaders. Problems in YEISJOhcy makers and
teachers’ perspecti P teaching from

pective are an importan
channel for them to make ri R
decisions whi € figtt aod wise
sions which help to align with society’s
lr;qulraments. Both solid professional
: ow.led.ge and' English application ability are
avorite in the job market. The employers are
more humanized to graduates’ foreign
language ability. ESP teaching is imperative.
It should be made “the students as the main
learners, teachers as the leading” throughout
the higher vocational English teaching. At the
same time, they also need to integrate into the
international education and step into the
future together. (Bingyao, 2016).
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