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a b s t r a c t

Keggin-type 12-tungstophosphoric [PW12O40]3� heteropolyanions were successfully immobilized onto
mesoporous material surface of SBA-15 functionalized using the (3-aminopropyl)triethoxysilane
(APTES) synthesized by one-pot co-condensation method, also called one-step synthesis. The synthesized
PW�-NH3

+-SBA-15 catalyst was characterized by XRD, N2 adsorption–desorption, FT-IR, TGA, SEM, TEM,
EDS, XPS methods. The results indicated that ordered hexagonal mesostructure for SBA-15 support
was still maintained after being functionalized with amine groups, while the specific surface area of
SBA-15 was decreased. The active species of phosphotungstic acid H3PW12O40 (HPW) retained its
Keggin structure of the heteropolyanions on the amine-modified SBA-15. The PW�–+H3N–SBA–15 cata-
lyst exhibited a high catalytic activity for oxidative desulfurization process of sulfur-containing model
fuel. The dibenzothiophene (DBT) conversion of almost 100% was achieved with reaction conditions of
40 mg of catalyst dosage, 2 mL of hydrogen peroxide, 90 �C of reaction temperature, and 120 min of reac-
tion time.
� 2017 The Society of Powder Technology Japan. Published by Elsevier B.V. and The Society of Powder
Technology Japan. This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (http://creativecommons.

org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/).
1. Introduction

Organic compounds containing sulfur in fuels are the major
source of pollution. Emission of SOx from vehicle engine causes
acid rain, engine and pipeline corrosions, and catalysts poison in
the catalytic processes. Hence, the stringency of environmental
regulations drives the maximum reduction of sulfur content in
fuel. For example, that content in the diesel in Europe and the Uni-
ted States must be reduced to less than 10 and 15 ppmw, respec-
tively [1]. To meet this requirement, many methods have been
applied in the field of deep – desulfurization.

Currently, conventional hydrodesulfurization (HDS) technology
has been applied to remove sulfur from the liquid fuel. However,
this technology requires the strict operating conditions, and takes
place in the reactor at high temperature (300–400 �C), high pres-
sure (3–6 Mpa), and in the presence of hydrogen [2]. Although it
is effective method for the removal of sulfur-containing cyclic
and aliphatic hydrocarbons, it has exhibited some inherent prob-
lems in treating sulfur-containing aromatic hydrocarbon com-
pounds such as dibenzothiophene (DBT), benzothiophene (BT)
and their derivatives as the existence of benzene rings in molecular
enhances their aromatic [3–5].

In order to overcome this drawback, many other technologies
have been applied such as oxidative desulfurization (ODS) [6–8],
adsorptive desulfurization [9], extraction by ionic liquids [10,11],
biodesulfurization [12].

Up to now, there are many studies on the use of appropriate
catalysts for sulfur removal by the oxidation [13–19]. Among the
oxidation methods applied, oxidative desulfurization on the base
of tungsten as active species is one of the promising ways comple-
ment HDS due to its mild operating conditions e.g.atmospheric
pressure, no consumption of hydrogen, and high efficiency. Under
this process, sulfur-containing compounds can be selectively oxi-
dized to sulfoxides or sulfones in the presence of hydrogen perox-
ide as oxidative agent. The formation of sulfone and sulfoxide
compounds with the polar bonds of sulfur-oxygen (S@O), resulting
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in their solubility in polar solvents and their extractability in non-
polar organic solvent [20].

Recently, several research groups have developed silica sup-
ported active tungsten species for oxidative desulfurization, such
as W-MCM-41 [15], silica supported H3PMo12O40 [19] synthesized
by direct one-potmethod,MCM-41 supported (Bu4N)4H3(PW11O39)
[16], silica supported [(n-C8H17)3NCH3]2W2O11] [21]. Li et al. [22]
reported the using decatungstates [(C4H9)4N]4W10O32 in the ionic
liquid of [Bmim]PF6 catalyzed for deep oxidative desulfurization
of fuel oils.

Keggin structure type 12-tungstophosphoric heteropolyacid
H3PW12O40 (HPW) is promising catalytic material because their
superacid properties with strong Bronsted acid sites, high proton
mobility, redox activity, high thermal stability, and environmental
friendliness [23–25]. Polyoxometalate catalyst has been used for
oxidative desulfurization [26]. However, pure HPW materials as
the catalysts are hindered by their low specific surface area
(<10 m2/g), and high solubility in polar solvents in reaction system
which leads to the difficulty of catalysts recovery [27].

Immobilization of HPW by supporting HPW onto a solid porous
substrate such as amorphous silica [28–30], carbon nanotubes [31]
etc. is one of effective methods to increase the surface area, and to
separate and recycle the catalysts [32]. Among the porous sub-
strates, mesoporous SBA-15 is very interesting material due to its
large specific surface area allowing exellent dispersion of catalytic
active sites. Further, the large pore size of that material can aid the
movement of bulky organic molecules in and out of the pores.

In this work, we present a direct synthetic method to prepare
the amino-functionalized SBA-15 by using (3-aminopropyl)
triethoxysilane (APTES) introduced into mesoporous silica in the
presence of triblock copolymer Pluronic P123 as a structure direct-
ing agent. The HPW catalyst was immobilized on the surface of
amino-functionalized ordered mesoporous SBA-15 (H2N-SBA-15)
by using triflic acid as the protonated agent. The HPW catalyst
immobilized on the NH2–SBA-15 silica were characterized by var-
ious physicochemical methods. The ability of this catalyst to facil-
itate the oxidative desulfurization process was tested using
dibenzothiophene as model oil with H2O2 oxidant. The operating
conditions, including the reaction temperature, H2O2 dosage, and
catalyst dosage were investigated.
2. Experimental

2.1. Materials

Dibenzothiophen (DBT, 99%), 3-aminopropyltriehoxysilane
(APTES, 99%), triblock copolymer Pluronic P123 [poly (ethylene
glycol)-block-poly (propylene glycol)-block-poly (ethylene glycol)
(EO20PO70EO20) (M = 5750) were purchased from Sigma–Aldrich.
Tetraethyl orthosilicate (TEOS, 99%) were purchased from Merck.
H3PW12O4�14H2O (HPW, AR grade), triflic acid (AR grade); n-octane
(AR grade), hydrogen peroxide (H2O2, 30% AR grade), hydrochloric
acid (HCl, 37% AR grade) were purchased Sinopharm Chemical
Reagent Beijing Co., Ltd. (Beijing, China). All other used solvents
were obtained from commercial sources and used as received or
distilled and dried using standard procedures.
2.2. Preparation of amine-modified SBA-15 (H2N-SBA-15) by the co-
condensation method

In a typical synthesis, 4 g of Pluronic P123 was dissolved in 160
mL of 2 N HCl solution. Then 8.5 g of tetraethyl orthosilicate (TEOS)
was added into the mixture above. The mixture was continuously
stirred at 45 �C for 3 h before the addition of 0.95 g of
3-aminopropyltriehoxysilane (APTES). After stirring for 24 h at
45 �C, the final mixture was transferred to a Teflon-lined stainless
steel atoclave for hydrothermal synthesis at 110 �C for 24 h. The
solid product synthesized was collected, washed by distilled water,
dried overnight at 80 �C, and calcined at 550 �C for 6 h with the
heating rate of 5 �C/min. The obtained sample was designated as
H2N-SBA-15 (M4).

2.3. The immobilization of HPW onto the NH2–SBA-15 silica support
(PW�H3N

+-SBA-15)

To increase the immobilization of HPW onto surface of H2N-
SBA-15 material, in this study, triflic acid was used as the reagent
protonating amine groups to create positively charged NH3

+ groups
on the support. As the result, there is the formation of electrostatic
interaction between NH3

+ of support surface with PW�of HPW.
Immobilization of HPW on H2N-SBA-15 silica support was carried
out as follows [33]: 1 g of H2N-SBA-15 was suspended in 50 mL of
acetonitrile solvent, then 4 mL of triflic acid solution was added
into the reaction mixture and refluxed at 80 �C for 5 h. After that
the solid product was filtered, and was washed with acetonitril
to remove the unreacted triflic acid. The acidified H2N-SBA-15
obtained was designated as +H3N-SBA-15. Immobilization of
HPW catalyst on H2N-SBA-15 support was performed by adding
of 0.7 g of +H3N-SBA-15 into mixture containing 50 mL methanol
and 0.3 g of HPW. The mixture was refluxed at 65 �C for 5 h before
being filtered to obtain solid product, which was dried under vac-
uum in an oven at 100 �C overnight. The product sample is desig-
nated as PW�–+H3N–SBA–15.

2.4. Characterization

X-ray diffraction patterns of the solid powders were recorded
on a D8-Advance Bruker with Cu-Ka radiation (k = 1.5406 nm).
N2 adsorption–desorption isotherms were measured by a TriStar
3000 (Micromeritics). Surface areas were calculated from the linear
part of the BET plot. Pore size distributions were calculated using
the adsorption branches of the N2 isotherms and the Barret-
Joyner-Halenda (BJH) method. Scanning electron microscopy
(SEM) images and energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy analysis
(EDAX) were taken on a JED-2300. The images of TEM were taken
by a JEM-1010 (Jeol, Japan) operated at an accelerating voltage of
200 kV. Infrared data were examined by a Shimadzu IR Prestige-
21 spectro-meter (Japan) using KBr pallets. TGA and DTA were per-
formed by using a TG Setaraminstrument (France) in the argon gas
(100–1000 �C). XPS spectra were taken by an AXISULTRA DLD
Shimadzu Kratos spectrometer (Japan) using monochromated Al
Ka radiation (1486.6 eV).

2.5. Oxidative desulfurization process

Model fuel samples with a corresponding S-content of 500 ppm
were prepared by dissolving dibenzothiophene (DBT) in n-octane.
The reaction was carried out in a 100 mL three-neck flask, with a
reflux condenser, placing on a magnetic stirrer. In a typical run
using H2O2 as oxidative agent, an appropriate amount of catalysts
was added with constant stirring under the right temperature.

After collecting about 1 mL product solution samples and cen-
trifuging every 30 min, samples were analyzed by HPLC Series
20A system (Shimadzu, Japan) under analytic conditions with
X-Bridge C18 Column (25 cm � 4 mm � 5 mm), Waters, Ireland
and Acetonitrile/H2O ratio equal to 70/30 (v/v). The UV Detector
was installed at the wavelength of 315 nm for dibenzothiophene.
The flow rate was at 1.3 mL/min. The volume of injected sample
was 10 ml.

The intermidate products of reaction were analyzed by a
Gas Chromatograph–Mass Spectrometer (GC–MS) (Agilent
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7890/5975C-Gas Chromatography (GC)/Mass Selective Detector
(MSD), HP-5 MS column, 30 m � 0.25 mm � 0.25 lm. The
temperature was set at 100 �C temperature and rised at the rate
of 15 �C/min to 200 �C for 10 min.
3. Results and discussion

3.1. Structural characterization of mesoporous H2N-SBA-15 supported
12-tungstophosphoric acid catalyst (PWH3N

+–SBA–15)

Fig. 1 shows XRD patterns of SBA-15, H2N-SBA-15, and
PW�–NH3

+–SBA–15 samples synthesized by direct one–stepmethod.
In the XRD result of SBA-15 support, there are reflections with

hkl indexes (1 0 0), (1 1 0), and (2 0 0) at 2h = 0.91�, 1.56�, and
1.76�, respectively. These peaks are typical for the P6mm hexagonal
structure of SBA-15 support [34]. In comparison, H2N-SBA-15 and
PW�–NH3

+–SBA–15 samples have lower peak at (1 0 0) and ill-
resolved peaks at (1 1 0) and (2 0 0), demonstrating that the order-
ing of the mesostructure decreases. This phenomenon could be due
to the organic groups of APTES perturb the self-assembly of surfac-
tant micelles and the silica precursors [35]. It is also noticed that
the positions of the (1 0 0) peaks slightly shift to smaller angles
(2h = 0.8) in the XRD spectrum of H2N-SBA-15, PW�–NH3

+–SBA–15
Fig. 1. (A) Low-angle XRD patterns of SBA-15 (a), H2N-SBA-15 (b), PW�-H3N+-SBA-
15 (c) samples, and (B) Wide-angle XRD pattern of PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 sample.

Fig. 2. SEM (a) and EDX (b) results
samples. This proves that amino-functionalized SBA-15 samples
have the unit cell d100 spacing increases compared to the original
SBA-15.

Fig. 1(B) shows the wide-angle XRD patterns of the
PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 catalyst. This pattern is the typical one for
amorphous pore walls SBA-15 with a broad halo at 2h = 25�.
Crystalline pattern of HPW was not observed at wide angle.
Furthermore, the absence of characteristic peaks of crystalline
phase of TPW indicates that HPW was anchored of SBA-15.

The SEM-EDX image (Fig. 2a) of PW�-NH3
+-SBA–15 exhibited a

fiber-like unform cylindrical morphology, which is in good agree-
ment with the typical SBA-15 morphology [36]. The composition
of PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 sample was estimated using EDX analysis
(Fig. 2b). It can be shown that the amount of W containedin sample
was 20.89 %wt.

Fig. 3(a) and (b) show TEM images of SBA-15 and PW�-NH3
+-

SBA–15, respectively. It can be seen that these mesoporous silica
materials exhibited an ordered mesostructure with the hexagonal
ordered arrays of on dimensional mesoporous material.

Fig. 4 shows the FT-IR spectra of SBA-15, H2N-SBA-15, PW�-
H3N+–SBA–15, and HPW samples. The peaks at 1051.20, 802.39,
and 424.34 cm�1 is assigned to the asymmetric and symmetric
stretching vibration of SiAOASi bridge, the absorption band at
972 cm�1 represents the SiAOASi or SiAOH in plane stretching
vibration of silanol groups in the framework of SBA-15 [37]. An
increase in the intensity of the absorption band at 1622.13 cm�1

(Fig. 4b and c), which correspond not only for physically absorbed
water molecules on silica surface but also to an overtone of the
NAH blending vibration that indicate the presence of primary
amine groups [38]. Characteristic IR spectra of the bulk HPW acid
and PW�-H3N+–SBA–15 in the region from 1100 to 700 cm�1

(Fig. 4c and d) are attributed to Keggin type structure, the band
at 1074.35 cm�1 are assigned to the asymmetry vibrations of the
oxygen atom bonded to phosphorous in the central PO4 unit. The
band at about 958.62 cm�1 correspond to stretching vibrations of
W@O, and the adsorption band appeared at 881.47 cm�1 was
attributed to the asymmetry vibrations WAOAW in Keggin anion
structure PW� [39]. It can be clearly seen that the vibration bands
of PW�-H3N+–SBA–15 are similar to those of the corresponding
bulk PW�, suggesting that the Keggin structure remained intact
after anchoring on the mesoporous SBA-15 surface.

The nitrogen adsorption–desorption isotherms of the SBA-15,
H2N-SBA-15, and PW�–NH3

+–SBA–15 catalysts were depicted in
Fig. 5A. All the isotherms were the type IV in nature according to
the IUPAC classification and exhibited the H1 hysteresis loops,
indicating the characteristic of mesoporous solids [40]. Further-
more, the adsorption branches of all the isotherms showed a sharp
inflection at at a quite high relative pressure (P/Po = 0.62) indicat-
of PW�-NH3
+-SBA–15 catalyst.



Fig. 3. TEM images of SBA-15 support (a) and PW�-NH3
+-SBA–15 catalyst (b).

Fig. 4. FT-IR spectra of SBA-15 (a), H2N-SBA-15 (b), PW�–NH3
+–SBA–15 (c), and

HPW (d) samples.
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ing the typical capillary condensation within uniform pores. The
physicochemical parameters of samples, such as the BET area
(SBET), pore volume (Vp), pore diameter (Dp) are listed in Table 1.
It was found that SBA-15 exhibited hight surface area (593.73
m2 g�1) and the surface areas of the H2N-SBA-15, PW�–NH3

+–
SBA–15 catalysts were about 507.42, 449.82 m2 g�1, respectively.
After immobilization of the Keggin units in H2N-SBA-15, a decrease
in the surface area and total pore volume was observed. Similar
results were also performed by Castanheiro et al. [41].

Fig. 5B shows the pore size distributions of SBA-15, H2N-SBA-15
and the typical PW�–NH3

+–SBA–15 catalysts. Pore diameter and
pore volume calculated from the N2 desorption data based on the
BJH method. For H2N-SBA-15 and PW�–NH3

+–SBA–15 catalyst sam-
ples have pore sizes of approximately 4.5 nm is smaller than SBA-
15 support (6.86 nm). It could be seen though the decrease in the
relative pressure for capillary condensation, as well as the amount
of nitrogen gas adsorbed was observed for H2N-SBA-15 and PW�-
H3N+-SBA-15 samples. For SBA-15 support, the capillary condensa-
tion phenomenon occurred at P/Po = 0.62 and adsorbed gas volume
of 270 cm3/g. In addition, H2N-SBA-15 and PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 cat-
alyst samples, however, the relative pressure for capillary conden-
sation was approximately at 0.4, and N2 gas adsorption was 180
cm3/g for H2N-SBA-15 and 120 cm3/g for PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 cata-
lyst, which indicate that the aminization by APTES and immobi-
lization of PW� inside the mesopores of SBA-15 significantly
reduced the volume of the pores. This result is similar to previous
research by M. Zhang et al. [15]. The space distance between (1 0 0)
planes and the values of hexagonal unit-cell parameter (ao), and
wall thickness (w) of mesotructure were indetical for all samples,
as showed in Table 1. In these case, the interplanar spacing
(d100), unit-cell parameter (ao), and wall thickness (w) of H2N-
SBA-15, PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 catalyst samples determined in the
range of 11.4, 8.77, 8.77 nm, respectively. The wall thickness of
the SBA-15, obtained by the difference betweenthe interplanar
spacing (d100) and unit cell parameter (ao), was of 4.66 nm. The
increase in the wall thickness was due to the aggregation of the
APTES molecule with precursor substance of tetraethyl orthosili-
cate in the one-pot synthesis process of amino-functionalized
SBA-15.

To calculate the amount of amine–modified mesoporous mate-
rials và PW� anchored into H2N–SBA–15, the TG analysis were per-
formed as shown in Fig. 6. For SBA-15 support (Fig. 6a), the weight
loss at below 100 �C is due to the removal of physically adsorbed
water, while the weight loss in the range of 100–700 �C is associ-
ated with the decomposition of the surfactant in the pores. The
weight loss at about 700 �C is a result of surface silanol condensa-
tion to form siloxane („SiAOH) [42]. For H2N-SBA-15 sample
(Fig. 6b) shows the mass loss of 13.83% in the temperature range
of 200–700 �C corresponding to the decay of APTES inside the
channels pores.

Fig. 6c, the weight loss of PW�-H3N+-SBA-5 catalyst samples in
the range of 200–800 �C corresponds to the temperature range of
decomposition of the PW� and APTES with the presence of triflic
acid on the surface. The decomposition rate of PW� obtained is
9.74% lower than that of APTES indicating the presence of PW-
inside the pore channels of SBA-15.

The XPS spectra shown in Figs. 7 and 8 give the information of
chemical state and the weight of the compound on the outer sur-
face of H2N–SBA–15 and PW�-H3N+-SBA-15, respectively. The wide
XPS scan spectra (Figs. 7 and 8a) shows that C 1s element with
binding energy of 284.8 eV exists on the surface of the materials.
The weak signal of N 1s at 400.2 eV was also observed. The binding
energy of O 1s appears at the range of 529–530 eV showing that
oxygen exists in the form of metal oxide. The binding energy of
Si 2p and Si 2s from silicon dioxide is 103.5 eV and 161.4 eV,
respecsively. Beside, XPS spectrum of PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 sample
show that two overlapped peaks in W 4f region (Fig. 8b) corre-
sponding to W 4f7/2 and 4f5/2 with the binding energy of 36.1
and 38.2 eV, repectively, are obtained. That means the oxidization
states/coordination environments correspond to the form of
W6+AOASi and W6+AOAW [43–45]. The different between two
XPS maximum signals of W f7/2 and W f5/2 is about 2 eV. It can



Fig. 5. N2 adsorption–desorption isotherm (A) and pore size distribution (B) of the
SBA-15 (a), H2N-SBA-15 (b), and PW�-H3N+-SBA-15 (c).

Fig. 6. Thermal analysis curves (TG) of pure SBA-15 (a), H2N–SBA–15 (b),
PW�-NH3

+-SBA–15 (c).

Fig. 7. XPS pattern of H2N-SBA-15.
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be inferred to the presence of WO3 on SBA-15 surface. The loss of
W metal sign at the binding energy of 42 eV was measured due
to the cover of WO3 4f symmetry peak. Thus, it can be concluded
that PW� was successfully mounted on the surface of SBA-15 via
an amine bridge protonated.

3.2. Catalytic activity test

The effect of the reaction conditions including temperature and
reaction time, dosage of catalyst, and the dosage of H2O2 as an oxi-
dizing agent have been investigated over PW�- H3N+-SBA-15 cata-
lyst for the oxidative desulfurization of DBT. the oxidative
Table 1
Textural and structural characteristics of SBA-15, H2N-SBA-15, and the PW�-NH3

+-SBA–15

Sample SBET (m2g�1) Vp (cm3g�1)

SBA–15 593.73 0.93
H2N-SBA-15 507.42 0.40
PW�-NH3

+-SBA–15 449.82 0.38

Specific surface area calculated by the BET method (SBET).
The pore diameter (Dp) and pore volume (Vp) calculated from the N2 desorption data ba
d100, the space distance between (1 0 0) planes.
ao, lattice cell parameter of the hexagonal structure.
Unit-cell parameter determined from the position of the (1 0 0) diffraction line as ao = 2
Pore wall thickness calculated as w = ao � Dp.
desulfurization of DBT in model fuel was carried out with the cat-
alyst dosage of 0.04 g, H2O2 amount of 2 mL, and the volume of
model fuel was 20 mL.

To explore the effect of the reaction temperature on catalytic
oxidation of DBT by PW�- H3N+-SBA-15 catalyst, the reactions
under various temperatures were carried out. As shown in Fig. 9,
the DBT conversion efficiencies at 50, 70, and 90 �C were estimated
catalysts.

Dp (nm) d100 (nm) ao (nm) w (nm)

6.86 9.98 11.52 4.66
4.39 11.40 8.77 8.77
4.50 11.40 8.64 8.64

sed on the BJH method.

d100

ffiffiffi

3
p

.



Fig. 8. XPS patterns (a) and W 4f core level spectrum (b) of PW�-H3N+-SBA-15.

Fig. 9. Effect of the reaction temperature on the conversion of DBT. Experimental
conditions: Vmodel oil = 20 mL; mcatalyst = 40 mg; VH2O2 = 2 mL. Fig. 10. Effect of the dosage of catalyst on the conversion of DBT in different

reaction time. Experimental conditions: Vmodel oil = 20 mL; mcatalyst = 40 mg; VH2O2 =
2 mL.

Fig. 11. Effect of H2O2 amount on the conversion of DBT. Experimental conditions:
Vmodel oil = 20 mL; mcatalyst = 40 mg; VH2O2 = 2 mL.
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to be 21.53%, 60.36%, and 87.29%, respectively, after the reaction
for 30 min. The results show that the reaction temperature
increased from 70 to 90 �C resulted in a faster oxidation rate. When
the temperature was further increased to 90 �C, the highest con-
version of DBT of 100% was observed after 120 min, and this con-
version was still unchanged during the reaction time of 300 min,
which may be attributed to the rapid decompositions of hydrogen
peroxide to form the active phase of intermediate tungsten peroxo
coordination, W(O2)n, in the presence of monovacant Keggin unit
[46] resulting the desulfurization rate reaches the maximum
(100%). While the DBT conversion increased with increasing of
reaction time at lower reaction temperature. The highest conver-
sion (95.22%) occurred when reaction time and temperature were
set at about 300 min and 70 �C, respectively. Hence, the optimal
reaction temperature was eventually set to 90 �C.

A proper selection of catalyst dosage was crucial to have the
maximumODS efficiency at the minimum consumption of catalyst.
The oxidative desulfurization of DBT in model fuel was carried out
at 90 �C, and the different reaction conditions are similar to the
above. A series dosage of fresh catalsyst PW�- H3N+-SBA-15 rang-
ing from 0.02 to 0.04 g. From Fig. 10, as the catalyst dosage
increased from 0.03 to 0.04 g, the conversion of DBT increased fast
from 58.84% to 87.29% was observed within 30 min. Along with
this time, the conversion of DBT increased slightly from 87.29%
to 90.212% when the catalyst dosage increased from 0.04 to 0.05
g, respectively, and the conversion of the both catalysts reaches
100% after reaction time of 120 min. From the obtained results
reveal that increasing the catalyst dosage could enhance the oxida-
tive desulfurization of DBT due to the catalytic active sites in the



Fig. 12. The GC–MS of DBT (a), and DBTO2 (b).
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catalyst systems are enriched. However, when further increasing
catalyst dosage up to 0.05 g, no appreciable change was discovered
on the conversion of DBT, which indicate that catalytic activity is
not able to improve significantly, perhaps because the most DBT
was oxidized in the first stages of the reaction with the increasing
of the number reactive sites. Thus, 0.04 g was preferable for the
catalyst dosage.

Fig. 11 displays the removal of DBT under different H2O2

amount. The results show that an increase in the H2O2 amount
from 1 to 2 mL resulted in a superior DBT conversion efficiency
(from 25.23% to 87.29%) after 30 min, the actual 2 mL of H2O2 for
the complete conversion of DBT (100%) after 120 min. However,
when the amount of H2O2 was greater than 2 mL the desulfuriza-
tion ratesdecreased obviously (91.95%) after 120 min, which may
be related to the H2O2 dosage increased leads to the decomposition
rate increasing of H2O2, hence, the concentration of H+ in the cat-
alytic systems also increased which strengthened the attack of
the proton (H+) to oxygen atom of W@O species and prevented
the formation of intermediate states of W(O2)n peroxotungstate
species. Therefore, the formation quantity of the hydroperoxy-
tungstate species decreased and the oxidative desulfurization
activity of DBT fell down [17].

Fig. 12 shows the results of GC–MS analysis of oxidation reac-
tion of DBT to sulfone (DBT-O2). It is found that there are no peaks
of DBT detected in the product sample collected after 120 min of
reaction time (Fig. 12b). Mass spectrum of the product showed
the strongest peak of molecular ion with m/z = 216 belonging to
DBTO2, which is a product of DBT oxidation reaction. From the
results obtained above, it can be pointed out that DBT was
adsorbed and oxidized on PW�- H3N+-SBA-15 in the presence of
oxidizing agent (H2O2). The polar products are separated by polar
solvents for the deep reduction of sulfur to obtain clean fuels.
4. Conclusions

The ordered-mesoporous material, H2N-SBA-15, functionalized
with (3-aminopropyl)triethoxysilane (APTES) was successfully
synthesized by using one-stage synthetic method, in which the
Keggin 12-tungstophosphoric heteropolyanion (HPW�) was immo-
bilized onto functionalized H2N-SBA-15 material. The results
obtained by FT-IR, XPS, EDX-SEM, and wide angle XRD confirmed
the appearance of HPW on the surface of mesoporous silica mate-
rial, while the results of small angle XRD, N2 isotherms, and TEM
prove that the structure of the mesoporous material was main-
tained. The synthesized heterogeneous PW�-NH3

+-SBA-15 catalyst
has high catalytic activity for the oxidative desulfurization reaction
of DBT, with the conversion of DBT in H2O2 reached 100% in
120 min.
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